FExamiination.-Lay in bed on his right side, in a flexed position, moaning in pain. Evidence of very chronic suppuration found in left tympanic. cavity; no mastoid tenderness or swelling. No fever, pulse 47, no drowsiness.
Treatmnent.-Admitted into hiospital at once. Further examination of central nervous system and cerebro-spinal fluid, and optic discs did not show any conclusive evidence of intracranial abscess. Radical mastoid drainage performed. Two days later patient showed signs of increasing drowsiness, the headache never having been relie-ved by the operation, whilst there was now marked increase in tension in the cerebro-spinal fluid.
Operation.-Skull trephined over left cerebellar area, very large abscess, containing extremely foul pus and detritus, evacuated. During this performance respiration entirely ceased for about fifteen minutes, but restarted after injection of several drugs, artificial respiration, etc., the pulse remaining full and steady all the time.
May 14, 1928.--For some weeks past patient has suffered no inconvenience whatever, there being no symptoms or gross pathological signs and the wounds have completely healed.
Discussion.-Mr. N. H. PIKE said that he had recently operated upon a frail woman, who had ceased to breathe during the administration of the aniesthetic. Artificial respiration had failed, and he had carried out a decomnpression of the temporal region; the natural respiration slowly came back, forty-five minutes after it had ceased. She was taken back to bed and lived three or four hours. At autopsy a cerebellar abscess was found.
In another case a man was admitted with supposed intracranial tumour and respiration suddenly ceased. A team carried out artificial respiration for fifteen hours before the heart finally gave out. At autopsy no tumour was found, but there was internal hydrocephalus, without apparent reason. A decompression performed during the fifteen hours had given no help.
The Otometer. An Instrument designed to Measure Accurately Range and Sensitivity of Hearing.
By 0. POPPER, F.R.C.S.Ed.
WHEN electrical means of measurement become available, they eventually supplant all other methods and indeed become the standard by which all others are judged. This holds good when the velocity of high-speed aeroplanes or racing cars is estimated, or when the reaction of blood or the acidity of gastric juice is ascertained, just as high temperatures are measured by the thermocouple. The electrical method in each case rules out the human factor of error.
